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                                                                               Abstract

        The major objective of this study was to examine the relationship between goal perspectives and perception of the motivational climate among Little League baseball players. Specific objectives of this study were to determine the goal perspective of these players, whether it is a task or ego orientation;
determine their perception of the motivational climate; whether it is a mastery climate or outcome climate; and examine the relationship between goal perspective and perceived motivational climate.

        Subjects were (N=45) Little Leaguers from four Little League majors division teams currently playing for 2003-2004 season of International Little League Association of Manila (ILLAM). After obtaining informed consent from the participants' coaches and parents, the researcher distributed the Task and Ego
Orientation in Sports Questionnaire (TESOSQ) and Perceived Motivational Climate in Sports Questionnaire (PMCSQ). The TEOSQ measures the tendency of a player to become task oriented or ego oriented while PMSQ measures players' perception of their team's motivational climate, whether it is a mastery climate or an outcome climate. The age of the respondents ranges from 10 to 12 years old with a mean  age 11.2. Only one female was included in the respondents since there is a limited participation of females on this league.

        Results showed that the mean score of the players in the task orientation subscale was x = 4.22, while their mean score in ego orientation subscale was x = 2.12, which shows that they are more inclined to task orientation. The mean score of these players in the perceived mastery climate and perceived outcome climate was x = 4.23 and x = 2.74, respectively. This indicates that they perceived their team more of a mastery-evolving climate that an outcome-evolving climate.

        Spearman Rank-Difference Correlation was used to examine the relationship between subscales of goal perspective and subscales of perceived motivational climate. The results showed that significant positive relationship exists between task orientation and perceived mastery climate. Significant positive
relationship also exists between ego orientation and perceived outcome climate. A significant negative relationship emerged between task orientation and  perceived outcome climate. On the other hand, no significant relationship emerged between ego orientation and perceived mastery climate.

        The findings from this study support the previous research regarding the importance of motivational climate in fostering the adoption of particular goal perspectives in sports. Players who perceive the motivational climate of the team to be mastery oriented are more likely to exhibit task orientation, which
is more preferable to youngster in sports since it promotes adaptive achievement patterns. Players who perceive their team as outcome-oriented environments are more likely to exhibit ego orientation, thus decreases their inclination towards task orientation.

        The researcher suggests that coaches or trainers handling this Little League players, should try to understand children's sources of motivation in sports. Based from the result of this study, it may be suggested that coaches should as much as possible, structure their team in a mastery-evolving climate rather than outcome- evolving climate since it has the potential to foster the adoption of task goal perspective.

        The researcher suggests that future studies may include gender differences in goal perspective. Future studies may also compare the goal perspective and perception of motivational climate held by player in a team sport and a player in an individual sport. It is also of great significance if future studies may explore the goal perspective held by players across different age groups.
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